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ABSTRACT

The trilateral relationship or strategic partnegpskimong India, Japan and Vietnam is mostly impértan
relationship in indo-pacific region. This relatidmis efficiently and effectively fulfills their mutal goals and share
common interests (co existence, co prosperity amd value) against present increasing Chinese power.

These three countries create a geographical avoiild map and geopolitically significant subsettod Indo-pacific.

The maritime linkage of Japan, India and Vietnatmedogether from East Asia, South Asia and Soutt Bsia
respectively. These countries enjoy bilateral reteship between India- Vietnam and Vietnam —Japaar the last decade.
Then India and Japan strategically engage withnndi@t among the south east countries for their gfi@tiocation,
strong will and sharing common interest. Three toem also shares similar democratic political exoits and military
power from parallel colonial histories. But geocastgically these states engaged for the maritinoardg due to

expanding present economic and military power @fiah

In indo-pacific region maritime security refers thtae use of marine resource (fisheries and ocextorh
resources), maritime transportation etc. In thispective, shenkaku island is the major disputevéen Japan and china
and Spartly dispute between china and Vietnamesntljor concern because these islands is mostlguarbecause of

key shipping lanes, rich fishing grounds, oil resés as well as other marine resources.

This islands located in east and South China Sseotively. For this reason Japan and Vietnamdryanbuild
security cooperation with India and resolve dispsseie in indo-pacific region. Except maritime s@guhis engagement
of Japan and Vietnam with India can cultural andcational exchanges, defense cooperation, inciteadig and port
services. Effectively India arrived in most advansiuation. In 2003-2009 increase the trade of dndliom

26.70% to 30.19% through the indo pacific regiontf@ir secure transportation facility after trdedl coalition.

KEYWORDS: Maritime Security, Maritime Coalition, Trilater&elationship, Strategic Partnership, Common Interes

Maritime Dispute, Marine Transportation, Stratel§mle, Military Power

INTRODUCTION

Indo-pacific region is now one of the most sigrafit drivers of global economic growth and now cotec: to
the centre of gravity of world political economyatthas been shifting from west to eastern hemigpféiis region is also
the common interest of Asia-pacific countries te tise sea lanes, free and secure navigation asas/élhde and energy
supplies. Countries of this region, specially Japad china have become increasing demand of oibitegdrom the
Middle East. In this accounts one estimate sugdbatshis region will consume 88 million barreksrglay of oil by 2020

therein 80 % will be imported from Persian Gulf.



10 Malay Kumar Pramanik

The oil supplies of this region are totally depertden sea lanes of communication (SLOCs) over inaean.
After that, china wants to control over South Ch8®a but not Pacific Ocean because this oceanofledtand dominated

by USA. So china will not venture to Pacific Ocdanthe domination of USA.

Their interest will be to establish and entry itlie Indian Ocean as well as south and East ChiaaGena also
started to take aggressive action in the South&Bra from 1988 that focuses the conflict oveitteial issues such as
between china and Japan over Shenkaku islandssinfdna Sea and Vietnam- china over Paracel aadI$jslands in
East China Sea in 1988. In this regard, we cantlsatythis island is more significant because ofitigwpen sea lanes,

rich fishing grounds as well as significant oil agak reservoirs.

In the view of economic and strategic perspectimeja and Vietnam traditionally have a good relasioip.
Japan tries to make cooperation with India as wasllcooperation between South East Asian countrie$9D0s.
After the enjoying of bilateral relationship thebeee countries come together and form trilatetraltesgic partnership for

the control of emerging power of china in the inghific region.

Japanese government is also trying to extend avetsiy cooperation with other countries and shammmon
interest with India in sharing of maritime navigeatifrom Africa and the middle-east to East AsiaisTdo-operation also

significant for defense, coast guard operation@matect maritime resource in the indo-pacific regio
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

e To find out the strategic role of china to maritimisputes along the Asia-pacific region as wellhadtilateral

security cooperation between south East Asian ci@snt

« Also find out what is the strategy taken for theritmae security by trilateral relationship amonglia, Japan and

Vietham over indo-pacific region?

* Analyze the effects of India for the engagementd dapan and Vietnam in the indo-pacific regiona asrategic

partner of trilateral relationship.
MARITIME CLAIM AND DISPUTES IN THE INDO PACIFIC REG ION

Although now the trilateral boundary issues haverbeesolved but in the case of maritime boundagyettexist
complicated characteristics due to disagreemerntsdaputes. This dispute formed in the light ohrmffshore resources
and the extension of land masses for demarcatirexdfisive economic zone because (EEZ) of thistm@iboundary
claims by multiple countries. For example of theZBibundary demarcation, here we can refer abouthigpof Kiribati

consisting three islands groups in the south pacifi

There is a landmass is just over 717 sq km (compatie India’s landmass of about 32, 87,590 sq km)
lays claimed that an EEZ of the size like Indiatthas been resolved through the flexible and cajwer approach
(Figure 1).
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Figure 1: Complexities of Eezs in Asia-Pacific

In the case of marine resource china, Vietnam, Y#da Taiwan, Brunei and Philippines claimed sparlands
in the South China Sea for the richness of hydhmmarAlso Vietnam has claim parcel island which @ceupied by china
after mid — seventies. After that Vietnam and chémgage another disputes to claims of Vung May,gSdang, Phu
Khanh basins. China wants to increase the demasd Wehen India gets permit for the extension ofeang oil and gas

exploration in blocks 127 and 128 in the EEZ oftiam.
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Figure 2: Disputed Islands Source: US Energy Inforration Administration
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Table 1
South China Sea Territorial

Claims
Country South China S¢ Spartly islands | Paracel IslandsGulf of Thailanc
Brunei UNCLOS no formal claim
China all* all all UNCLOS
Indonesia | UNCLOS no no
Malaysia UNCLOS 3 islands no UNCLOS
Philippines | significant portion | 8 islands no
Taiwan all* all all
Thailand UNCLOS
Vietham all* all all UNCLOS
Combodia no UNCLOS

*- excludinguffer zone along littoral states (calculationsaffer unknown
Source:US Energy Information Administratis
After the disputes of china¥ietnam, china continue engage to dispute \Japar China and Japan have two
disputes,therein one is related to ownership of islands andther is related to the demarcation of the seandbr
(Figure 3)between these two countries. The ownership of De®lyenkakuislands is the main issue between Jah

china becausef rich fishing grounds and significant reserveoibfand gas field:
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Figure 3: Disputed Sea Boundary and Islands-Japan
IMPORTANCE OF MARITIME SECURITY COALITION AMONG IND

AS A STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP

IA, JAPAN AND VIETNAM

Maritime security over ind@acific region stated that use of sea lanes angtion of marine resourcHare sea
lanes refer to the maritime Silk Ro#tht weaved its way from chinindia, Persian Guland red sea to the ports in 1
Mediterranean (Figure 4). This roéidked theirneighborin countries and also significant for trade and caltchanges
betweenFar Easand the west through the transit ports. This roksth gain more important for improved skills
navigation and opening other sea routes in sAsia that continue holds the regional maritime transgat. So in this
regard we emphasized to formulataritime security coalitio
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Figure 4: Ancient Maritime Silk Road

Maritime security coalition refers broader regionation to nation coalition to maintain, secure &g use of
oceans. In indo-pacific region, this coalition faunfor the threatening of emerging Chinese powey.li®lia, Japan and
Vietnam after the bilateral ties engage to theteilal strategic partnership. These three countoesect a geographical
arc which is geographically significant subset lod indo-pacific region where south East Asia derifrom Vietnam,
south Asia stemming from India and East Asia traicech Japan. This trilateral security cooperatioesh't have to build
permanently but emphasize to build the bilateralpewation each other. This cooperation can sugmainst the mutual
problems as well as they can share the commontolgecEach member country takes responsibilitgrportionately of
this region. This responsibility differed from eacbuntry to country that depends on their intentiord capabilities.

This coalition shares three prime maritime intes@gth other countries. Those are...
» Co existence —To cooperate for maintaining of sgcan entering region from peace time to crisiagg
» Co prosperity — To cooperate for the prosperitgaxhmerce and trades as well as marine resourcéopavent.

» Co value — To promote the conservation and devedopractivity of various benefits. In which way sezs

provide the protecting ability to marine environrhand also control the marine resource.

In consideration of the above, these three counsiared three prime indicators of co existenceprosperity
and co value and then needed inviting regionaliskEnmaritime powers. Under this cooperation Jajadia and Vietham
to ensure the security of lengthy sea lane of comation (SLOCSs) along the east west expanded thsinextend from
the south of Suez canal (east cape of hope) tchIeast and North East Asia. This communication (SkfDcreate unify

and develop more region wide “web of maritime siéguwoalition” in the future.
INDIA’S MARITIME ENGAGEMENTS WITH VIETNAM AND JAPAN

The Asia-pacific region is characterized by diffgréhreat perception because of the disputants deztwhe
neighboring countries. So cooperation is the mosfepable process for the resolution of confliad @spute. This dispute
resolution process takes by bilateral way or thiodigcussion between the directly involved cousthiat there have more

than two parties. They look upon multilateral agneats to resolve the European military alliancesabee European



14 Malay Kumar Pramanik

military power could lead to military interventidoy powers outside the region. The end of cold Wwatp-Pacific region
have less maritime security because of the redudtiodeployment of forces by the US. In the pertipecof broad
security preferences of this region with respecbttside intervention, summarized words of Mr. Llegan Yew of
Singapore, “When there is vacuum in ASEAN maritiseeurity, Japan surely will involve in it... so wihina, what if
India also sends two aircraft carriers to our o@elirall these happen, the consequence will beutartze and disaster”.
Both economic and defense fronts, this region psefeooperative engagement but multilateral secusitategic
partnership help to have in maintaining balancehis region. But recent emerging China, Japanaladid US shifted their
power to Asia-pacific region for the powerful ecamo growth. After that these countries engage \Eitlgland, Russia,
Australia and New Zealand in maritime security aaggion. That is proved that of the sufficient rtiex@ security over

the indo-pacific region.

Since India look the economic integration with Apicific but doesn’t have any trilateral aspirationa large
market for their goods and services. In the respectindia’s total GDP of total trade, from US dexsed from
12.69% to 8.5% and from EU decreased from 20.84 &3 % (between FY 2003-04 to FY 2009-10), Buthi& case of
Asia-pacific region trade increased from 26.7098@019%. This statistics proved that India’s moaté occurred by sea
borne trade, as about 50% trade passes througtcddataraights and the routes of South China Sed&astiChina Sea.
So India has entered into various agreements wiffiereint Asia-pacific countries, with bilateral wayr may be

multilaterally for...
e Maritime security
» Cultural and educational exchanges
» Development programs
» Defense cooperation
» Exercises the trading, port visit services etc.

The policy of India about East initiative is acagbby USA. In this perspective in November-2010,aBa@bama
said that, “Like your neighbors in South East Asi&went India not only to “look east”, we want ladb “engage east”

because it will increase the security and prospefigll our nations”.

In the above discussion, India maritime engageméhtJapan and Vietnam is the issue affecting tbeanomics
in the Asia-Pacific region. After that India andetiam continue hold their trustable relationshigsiits independence in
1954. Also Vietnam support same political ideol@gywell as share a rich cultural heritage with dan@o, Indian naval
ships also ensure the freedom of navigation inSbath China Sea as well as East China Sea. Algs talpart for the
rising tensions about disputants over island tmigs and off shore exploitation in the South Ch8ea. Sea corridor of
Malacca straight from India to Vietnam always hasmand free flow of trade. Here Shri A K AntonyfBnse Minister
said that “the security of sea lanes is importanttiie Asia-Pacific region, which is now one of thest important drivers
of global economic growth.... Cooperative approacbesmaritime security would offer benefits for thegion as a

whole.”

India and Japan sign strategic and global partigersdct in 2006. After that both countries decide@xpansion

their defense and security cooperation by-
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* Information sharing
* Multilateral and bilateral exercises
» Dialogue and training.

Then, in 25 October 2010 both country launch thpadaand India shipping policy and mutual exchanggration
by Indian navy. After the bilateral cooperationpda planning for creates multilateral security tidgere India takes the
prominent role. However china feels that this emat partnership formulated for the rising china. this regard,
Li Hongmei in his article “Look East policy” sayisat “by taking advantage of the face-off betweenaland Japan, India
still cannot relax its spasm of worries about Chimar can it brush aside the fear that china mightits ambitions in the
bud”. However there has been no response of cbirihet strategic maritime partnership cooperatiofvéen India and
Japan. India also maintains the enough space ia thseconomic engagement and cooperation. In thengse point of

view the partnership maintains different securibyeatives. That's are-
» Protect and reduce external threat
* Improving international security environment
e To create global peace and stability
e Secure human security

These objectives make achievable to Japan’s ovectsffcooperation and multilayered security codjmravith
the international partnership or international camity.

CAUSES FOR ENGAGEMENT OF VIETNAM WITH INDIA AND JAP AN IN TRILATERAL
STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP

Japan and India want to cooperate for the improwtmemilitary power. So both countries look upte tSouth
EastAsian countries for their multilateral alliande this regard Japan and India given prioritMietnam among other

South East Countries because of their-

» Strategic location: In the geostrategic perspeckietnam situated at a significant place and opardike
‘the Gate’ to enter south East Asia from north.tiis period, Vietnam also interested to naval andases for

the vast occupation of South China Sea by chinthein trilateral claim “nine dotted lines”.

» Image of ‘strong will': The image of Vietham is alicdefeating France and USA in 1954 and 1973 reisec
and also winning the battle with china in 1979.t8® basic argument is that formation of threat @gtion to the

opponent country. Here past factor is more emphddiar the power of Vietnam.

» Sharing common interest: India and Vietnam havenstmilitary relation when Vietnam attacked by Cawlia
in 1979, this time India support to Vietnam by tiedp of military power. Also both used shortesttpdrsoviet
era weapons when Soviet Union collapsed 1991. But military relation also very much strong betwekase
two countries. At the period of cold war, Japanyoshgage by military relations only US that not imunore
strong. For this reason Japan wants after coldtevéine joining of defense cooperation with Vietnamwell as
India also. At present Japan is passing to Vietrfamexporting petrol boats in the indo-pacific regi
In this perspective we can say only Vietnam is inguat for the representative of ASEAN country foth Japan

and India.
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CONCLUSIONS

At last, after the analysis of trilateral relatibis among India, Japan and Vietnam over indo-paaifigion
Chinese power is the prime factor for the maritihmeatening. But in the perception of trade anaiodtonomic activity
china positively engaged with each other. Now cliénte largest trading partner of all these tloaentries. In the world
of complex interdependence, cooperative strategyngnindia, Japan and Vietnam leads to peace abditstas well as
resolve conflicts. This relationship not only forntor the maritime security, they come togethertfad meaningful goal
oriented strategic relationship. Now United Statieifted their power to Asia-Pacific and play robe §rowing tensions in
the South China Sea but India maintains their en@pgce for the achievement, economic engagemdrdaaperation in

Asia-Pacific region.

Finally, maritime security coalition among theseigwies takes a key role for the freedom of nawigain South
China Sea, which could emphasize further improvdénard development of recent growing and much dyoami
Indo-Pacific region. In the way of prosperity okthsia-Pacific region lies through cooperative eyggaent and dispute

resolution process promoted to much more econoroiwtt of nation in the region.
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